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[CONTINUED FROM NO. 23.—pPaAGE 182.] 





The faith of mankind, if consulted, would 
prove that Man is possessed of Moral Free- 
dom. Were a question to arise concerning 
the secrets of Nature, abstract Science, a 
physical knowledge of the globe, or planetary 
world, or any subject, which would presup- 
pose a vast capacity, or much learned re- 
search, we certainly would not form our opin- 


bulk of mankind; but with respect to things 
which come home to every man, are identified 
with the ordinary proceedings of life, and 
constitute an Universal rule of action and of 
judgment, we cannot but be influenced by 
the constant, immovable and universal con- 
viction of all ages and nations. 

Do we not therein perceive one of those 
feelings, which Nature inspires, and which 
enter into the essence of a reasonable being? 
finmany points of view, the erudite them- 
selves become a mere populace from invete- 
rate prejudice, the sialinge in their’ turn, 


7 humerous occasions, prove themsely ed all the phenomena and characteristic traits 
€ true philosophers. Between towerin 


minds, and those of an ordinary cast, there 
are, as it were, several points of contact; 
between the ideas of the two, there exists 
# communicating link; otherwise, how could 


they understand each oher? Common sense | 


18 that linkyeand we confess that whatever 
from'common feeling, or this com- 
Mon €nse, strikes us with the full force and 
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authority of human nafure% What’ then is 
nature’s faith in relation tg this creed? If 
men are free, it is natural’ that they should 
deliberate before they agt, catry their thoughts 
into futurity, afid provideytly manage’ their 
resources so:as to decide upon the most pru- 
dent plan of action. yh 

This is what men have dome .in every age 
of the world, so much sof that hé, who acts 
without reflection, is considered to be a gid- 
dy, rash, or foolish character. If we are free, 
it is natural for us to exhort men to shun 
vice, to practise virtue, to sacrifice passion to 
duty, and to merit public esteem by their 
proper conduct. All this is compatible with 
the doctrine of Free Will, and we, accord- 
ingly, find the sages, virtuous men and ho- 
nest legislators, in fact, all who have been 
the friends of humanity, of every age and 
country dedicating their labours and them- 
selves to the improvement and happiness of 
mankind, In fine, if we are free, it is natu- 
ral that society should impose laws upon us, 
oblige us to observe them, recompense all 
those whose uniform conduct proves their al- 
legiance to them, and punish whoever pre- 
sumes to violate them. That such has been, 
and still is the case, the history of the civi- 
lized world clearly demonstrates. We have, 
moreover, seen many systematizing philoso- 
phers, who rose up against Liberty and at- 
tacked her in their writings; their practice, 
however, belied their theory. Their actions 
were so many proofs of the innate principle, 
which they so inconsistently endeavored to 
destroy. But in every region, in every age 
of the world, the conduct of man has exhibit- 


of moral freedom, Therefore, liberty is an at- 


tribute of human nature. ‘ 
Yes—and if the passions of the human 


heart were allowed to range with impunity 
and without, remorse in the wide field of li- 
centiousnessy,and felt no interest in combating 
this ges privilege. of our nature, never 


Men may well dispute about this true source 
of. our, eternal merit, or reprobation, as did 
the Pyrrhonians concerning the truth of their 
own existence. Sophistry may darken but 
cannot destroy it; for, mankind ever imfwenc- 
ed by the strong feeling of conviction, — 
speak, reason and act, as they must,” 
consciousness of their moral freedom.” 

‘We shalt-now pass-to the-wndirect prosts of 
free-will, drawn from the very absurdities and 
frightful, fatal consequences of a 
doctrine, which its advocates.term fatalism. 

It frequently happens that a short and easy 
method of testing a system, is to examine its 
immediate consequences. A sophist by a 
certain intellectual legerdemain, and th@ insi- 
dious craft of argumentation, will throw a 
flood of light upon the most gloomy and moa- 
strous errors. It is not always easy to track 
him in his reasoning, if reasoning it can be 
termed, nor to point out its falsity, however 
conscious a man may be of it. Observe, not- 
withstanding, the necessary results of the 
doctrine, and as a tree is known by its fruit, 
when the consequences are absurd, how can 
the principles be true? 

Let us apply this rule to fatalism. 

If we asserted that in reality, neither vir- 
tue, nor vice existed, in this world, and that 
remorse was a mere chimera, an. ideal tor- 
ment of the simpleton, every rational man 
would naturally take the alarm; (the abomi- 
nable effects of such a creed we endeavored 
on a former, occasion to illustrate) if in addi- 
tion to this we affirmed that there is no God, 
every virtuous, noble and pious principle in 
Nature ought to rise and rebel against so mon- 
strous, and blasphemous a rine. 

Such, however, are the three immediate, 
inevitable consequences of fatalism, as we 
shall briefly notice. Consequences, so sub- 
versive of the honesty, honor, dignity and 
happiness of man, as irresistibly to lead him 
into the adoption of a doctrine both ennob- 
ling, virtuous and wise—the doctrine of free- 
will. 5 











would Impiety havepraised her blasphemous 
‘this precious gift of God. 


voice to cry down 








We assert then, that according to the vil- 
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lainous doctrine of fatalism, there exists no| tain torrent that evecre gray 
real evil, noreal good! dustry, and herds an f 

We ask its, demon-votaries,,is there no| houses and tenants im one promiscuous ruin, 
moral disorder, no crime, in murder, in par-| for what can be hurtful? How readily 
ricide, parental barbarity, filial cruelty, Ju-| do we perceive the idea of crime united to 
das-like perfidy, matrimonial disgrace, com-j liberty! A p 
mercial swindling? Must not the probity, fever, a fool in sion, might, with impuni- 
gratitude and justice of the civil magistrate,|ty, commit a murder; the deed would be a 
the courage of the warrior, the bounty of the | misfortune, not a crime. Such beings may 
rich, the docility of the child, the honor of, be rendered incapable of injuring their fellow 
the wife, the,fidelity of the father be regard- creatures; but what code of laws will con- 
ed as a lovely order established by Virtue? demn to death an individual, who is proved 
Does Evil exist on*one side, and Good on to be insane, although he has committed se- 
the other? Speak, slaves! If all be equal veral injurious deeds? Why are crimes 
in your opinion, if you see no other difference | which are matured by time and perpetrated 
between the good and the wicked than what/in malice more revolting to nature and horrid 
you observe between the voracious hawk and in the eye of the law, than if they were the 
timid dove, if you consider the crime of par-| unpremeditated result of passion? Because 
ricide and the virtue of filial devotion as you they presuppose reflection and moral liberty. 
do the angry ocean lashed by the tempest, or Take therefore such liberty from man, and 
as the balmy dew of heaven, what can be admit fatalisny; then vice and virtue will be 
your feelings? Can you be human beings?) no more!! 

Can you be Men? Is not this doctrine so| 
monstrous in your own demoniac judgment, 
that you dare not openly profess it? 

Are you, wretched fatalists, perfectly in- 
different to virtue and to vice? Must then} 
every thing happen necessarily? What per-| ' 
ss Whap P aie OR diction! Is oe ly Twelve Lectures on the Subject of the Prophe- 

; ear = | etes relating to the Christian Church; being 
ever exists the result of inevitable destiny?) Riaialaiiel ds Bachteee fended ot Eincalid 
Could it not have been otherwise? Has| 4*% ton of the Lectures founded at Lancoln’s 
every thing then its place, its suitable order?| 1" Chapel, of the late Bishop Warburton, 

yung a. ‘| by Epwarp Pearson, D. D. Master of Sid- 


Is there no law violated? Is there no disor- ’ ri 
der? “ Is not disorder the infraction of a air] ney College, Cambridge, and Christian Ad- 
| vocate to that University. 1811,.—Continu- 


whithwas not, yet which ought to have been | . . : 
observed? Thos when Nevo harped while | ed from Number 23, page 184. 
Rome was on fire, when St. Lewis acted a) 
just part under the oak-tree of Vincennes, 
each@fthem could not have done otherwise!! | 
One Was just for the same reason that the 
—- cruel! They were both impelled, 
by the same coercive fate! Was not a Ro-| 
man Titus a credit, while Caligula was a ter-| 
ror to human nature? Were two such links’ 
equally necessary in the vast chain of being? | 
The former may be said to be of gold, the|of present emolument, or future preferment, 
latter of iron. Was the difference in their | 


\is a sufficient justification of their conduct, 
conduct only the result of their choice in as| might subject us to the imputation of naugh- 


much as the difference between these two tiness of manners. We will therefore spare 
metals proceeded from their will? | the irritability of their feelings, and observe 

Thus let a murderer, with his hands still a delicacy and forbearance to them, which 
crimsoned with the blood.of his fellow man, be | they are so little solciitous to practise in re- 
arraigned before his judge, he will boldly vin-| gard of us ‘‘ members of the Catholic Beast.” 
dicate his innocence and thus address him.| But we may take the liberty of inquiring 
‘<7 have killed my friend upon the same com-| what other motive is efficient enough to in- 
pulsory principle, that you are now obliged to| duce men of sense and learning to advocate, 
avenge his death. Your constitution andjin an English* pulpit, the Babylonish fictions, 
Mine are the effect of an inevitable necessity, | and with coarse vulgarity, in defiance of com- 
an irresistible nature. I was fated to be a)mon sense and common decency, to exhibit 
tiger that devoured his prey. You are the/a learned, virtuous, and venerable ecclesias- 
hunter that must/pursue me. You are more | tic, as a horn, a beast, a man of sin, an Anti- 
fortunate than I, yet Iam not more culpable) christ, or a Babylonian w Is it a de- 
than you.”—Were the judge a fatalist, he/sire of discovering, or diffusing scriptural 
might condemn the assassin, but could not| knowledge? No. . It is manifest that all the 
possibly evade his argument! —. ’ volumes-which. they have written on the sub- 

Will the fatalist tell us that in his nomen-| ject, are a pile of worthless rubbish; a pile 
clature, utility means #irtue, and hurtfulness|which accumulates, in the inverse ratio of 
implies vice ; and that the first is as necessary|sound judgment and sober criticism. It is 
as the second, and therefore not the effect of|not a lamp, but an extinguisher of scriptural 
free choice? If such be'the case, we would} light. «Is it with a view of confirming, the re- 
then order him to upset every notion, every |ligious principles of the Protestant, or shak- 
principle of common sense, every established | ing the faith of the Catholic? No. The sen- 
rule of human language, and bestow the epi-|sible Protestant now views it im the same 
thet virtuous upon every productive field, light as the Catholic; and both concur in ri- 
which yields an abundant harvest, for, what} dieulingyor condemning the superannuated 
can be more useful? We would advise him| — + - 









[10 BE CONTINUED. | 








PROPHECIES. 


A hint from us to the antipapal lecturers, 
that they resemble certain preachers satirized 
by Warburton (Let. p. 403), who, “ addres- 
sing hearers that only follow their noses, open 
their throats without trusting to their own 
sense, but to their want of it in all besides;”’ 
or an insinuation, that “having mitres on 
their heads, or in their heads,” they think 
that gain is godliness, and that the prospect 



















agricultural in- hi . 
8, and involves) ¥. 


ij 


in a wild paroxysm of}” 


id, the brightest lumina- 

ut nce tbe days of Cardinal 
dthem long ago, on a very solémn 

om (for it was in his defence, at his a, , 


2 


fal trial in Westminster Halt}) 
hat Rome is a true Church. I everdid — 
and ever must grant it verilate entis. Not'do 

I think, that the calling of the Pope Aftj- 
christ did ever yet convert an underst 

Papist. It has done the Church of England 
no good, no honour in foreign parts.” The 
insulted Archbishop then addressed by name 
one profligate scoundrel, who among other 
fictitious counts of high treason, had accused 


to the w 





“Good Mr. Nicholas, do not dispense wi 

all whores, save the whore of Babylon,” 
(State Trials, Vol. 1. p. 894.) ‘True itis, 
we know it well. Such disingenuous cant 
and senseless rant, to which even men of 
learning are compelled to have recourse, 
when they attack popery, convinces the Ca- 
tholic, that his religion is invulnerable, and 
cannot be attacked by the sharpest weapons 
of fair argument and truth.—ls it from the 
hope of converting the infidel? Tinpossible. 
It gives him a lesson in the horrid act of 
blaspheming the Holy Scriptures. (See Mo. 
Rev. and Crit. Rev. passim.) Dr, Pearson 
admits and laments that it encourages, and 
produces infidelity, but will never eure it" 
Is the tale persisted in from a conyiction tha 

its truth has been established? "This is) if 







mine, if it be worth your while, the Babyl 
nish writings. What voluminous ‘nonsense! 
What a tissue of mutual refutation, ‘and end- 
less contradiction! What a ludicrous-confi- 
dence has each of these adventurers, that he 
alone is right, and all the rest wrong! We 
have seen Dr. Pearson, at the head-quarters 
of Babylon, very judiciously giving up a part 
of the cause, and honorably opposing all his 
learned and venerable predecessors. Hear 
Mr. Faber, who is another noun substantive 
in the class. He is one of their latest and 
most voluminous writers. Though we do not 
think his inventions wiser than those which 
he refutes, we fully agree with him in the jus- 
tice of his condemnation of the aberrations of 
those who have gone over the same ground 
before him. In his Dissertation, he says: 
“J have been compelled to relinquish, as 
utterly untenable, many opinions which Thad 
once adopted. The title Antichrist has been 
usually applied by Protestants to the Pope, 
but I cannot find they have any warrant from 
scripture for so doing. This idea of mine 
has been strenuously, but I think ineffectual- 
ly opposed by Mr. Whitaker. ‘The prophecy 
respecting the man of sin, has been exactly 
accomplished in the popes.” What says Dr. 
Pearson to this? Mr. Faber proceeds: “ Mr. 
Whitaker has exceeded his commission 
branding the papacy with the title of Anti- 
christ. The identity of Antichrist and the 
little horn has been rather taken for granted 
than proved. Mr. Whitaker’s scheme is ut- 
tenable. Mr. Kett’s scheme is perfectly ul 
enable. Dr. Zouch’s work on prophecy 
iable to the same objections,/but is valuable 
rom its opposition to pope 

fway appears to have fallen into very 
rable errors. Here Mr. Sharpe has v: 















to view in the light of a criminal, the moun- * We may add: or in an American pulpit. 





judiciously, I think, followed Sir Isaac” 


possible, still further from the truth? Ei a 


His Grace of being Antichrist, and a pander”. 
of Babylon, with this keen sar" , 
casm, applicable to many other Babylonians: ~~ 
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ton. It is plain, that»by far the 
of Archdeacon Woodhouse’s interp 
ot be admitted. Here IT ame 
differ entirely from Bishop ~ 
Decisions of this: 
“norted by argument, are frequel . 
‘ua (See Pref. v. ad xxiity Vou. p. BF 
~93..V. ii. Appen.) Such is the Consistency 
and ground-work, the quod semper, quod ubi- 
~ que, quod ab omnibus of Babylonish traditions! 
Boag Milton’s pandemonium shew confusion 
worse confounded, or exhibit a more com- 
plete specimen of bewildered embarrassment 
and darkness than these theological knight- 


ts? To talk of a sensible man believing 
= 


2 


visions is a contradiction in terms. 


ware [To BE CONTINUED. | 
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It is insulting to the good sense and re- 
spectability of the American people to re- 
flect upon the pitiful contrivances, to which 
the bungling masons of the Reformation-Edi- 
fice, which was “ built by human hands,” 
resort, in order to prop up a crazy structure 
which was neither erected upon the ‘ rock” 

_of, St. Peter’s faith, nor ever received the 
promise of perpetuity from the Great Eternal 











* § Arehitect, ‘by whom all things are made.” 


iThey invent what they in their consistent per- 
“versity of heart denominate facts, and endea- 
vor to palm them upon a liberal, enlightened 
community in all the puling tone of their 
Pharisaic predecessors, as infractions of the 
Sacred Law, and as so many Babylonian 
mysteries of abomination. They have been 
so often caught in their lying schemes, that 
they think it more compatible with their ser- 
pent like wisdom, to place their theatre of im- 
posture in general beyond the precincts of 
our Union. Fruitless, however, is their at- 
tempt; for, Catholicity from whose observant 
glance, it is as difficult for them to escape, as 
it was for the murderous and tergiversating 
Cain to evade the presence of God, hunts 
them to their hiding places, and with the ir- 
resistible power of a Hercules, drags these 
knavish Cacuses from their dens of darkness, 
and exposes them in all their hereditary de- 
formity and disgust. They use ribaldry for 
argument, unqualified assertions for proof, 
and thereby demonstrate their ignorance and 
depravity. 

Unacquainted, as the great majority of them 
are with the first principles of sound reason- 
ing, they arrogantly set themselves up as so 
many judges in Israel, quite regardless of 


. common sense and common law. The salu- 


tary maxim, “ Audi alteram parte,” which, 


‘for the information of many of them, we thus 


translate, hear the other side of the question, is 


bs ‘inconsistent with their policy. The blaze of 
«» Catholic evidence is as painful tp the moral 


MS | day to the blinking 


wo ous children of Israel.—af 
*| presses of the T'ract-inw 


ision of these creatures a8 was the light of 


Wes? 


a great prnto- 


¥ 







s confederated 
mime and Bible-cor- 
rupting cause are sure to pander to the cor- 
rupted minds of the weak, and the ignorant, 
and to serve up as a bonne bouche whatever 
falsehood may be coined at home, or abroad, 
by mercenary scribblers, whose style is as 
barren of elegance as the miserable stuff 
which they bring into the market is devoid of 
truth. The following may serve as an in- 
stance of the many base counterfeits, which, 
as heretical craft would insinuate and unblush- 
ingly assert, come from the other side of the 
Great Waters. The Boston Recorder actuat- 
ed by a pious zeal, and orthodox desire to 
perpetuate the Truth of the Pseudo-reforma- 
tion worthies, has inserted this sickening tale 
into his Missionary columns, and as the re- 
spectable people of Boston may possibly im- 
bibe the insidious poison so carefully admin- 
istered by the subtle enemy, we think it our 
duty, for the benefit of their spiritual health, 
to prescribe a counter agent. 


In the Connecticut Observer of the 18th inst. 
edited by our se friend and old acqaint- 
ance, Horace Hooker, who is certainly en- 
titled, if ever Editor was, to another cogno- 
men, we have observed a letter with the fol- 
lowing editorial remark by way of preamble: 

“ The following letter written,” says friend 
Horace, ‘‘ by one of our countrymen, now in 
Europe,” (perhaps so,) “has been sent us 
for insertion,” (perhaps so,) “ by a gentle- 
man of this city,” (perhaps so.) ‘ It is from 
a highly respectable source.” (We doubt 
it.) ‘* That those who wish to hide from the 
eyes of our citizens, the real deformity of the 
Roman Catholic Religion, will deny its au- 
thenticity, we expect.” (And for a very 
good reason too—the best in the world.) “ If 
those who deny the correctness of all Protes- 
tant histories, which relate the truth concern- 
ing the Reformation,” (pray, which are they? 
Please to name one? We hereby offer one 
hundred dollars reward to any one who will 
produce, at this office, any Protestant histo- 
ry, Wm. Cobbett’s excepted, which relates 
the truth concerning the Reformation, writ- 
tea prior to the present date.) “‘ and other 
subsequent events, deny the correctness of 
other statements respecting their religion, we 
need not be surprised.” 

Indeed you need not, friend Hooker, when 
the accounts said to be correct are backed by 
no better authority than yours. The fact is, 
friend, you have been detected plumping so 
often by us, that we scarcely know now when 
to believe you; and we conscientiously be- 
lieve that, in nine instances out of ten, we 
shall be nearer the truth by taking the re- 
verse of any fact related by you of the Ca- 
tholic mg than by taking it precisely as 
representéd. You have so long had the 
knack of mixing base metal with the ¢oin 
which you put into circulation, that honest 
folks have become shy in receiving what is 


But let us proceed to the letter itself, and 
analyze its contents—it will be soon seen, 


_|that friend Hooker’s gold even here, whatever 


stamp it may bear, and however it may glit- 
ter, is nought -better than what he has 
since been in the habit of circulating. To 
save time we shall insert the letter and ac» 
company it, sentence by sentence, with our 
remarks. 
“ Rome, Oct. 4, 1829. 

“‘ We are now in this ancient and-interest- 
ing city, once the seat ofthe arts, the mis- 
tress of the world: but alas, what a change is 
here; now it is the seat of the papal authori- 
ty, the very source of the bigotry, (false) su- 
perstition, (false,) and delusion of the Catho- 
lic religion,” (false.) Bigotry, “superstition, 
delusion! Cant words frequently employed 
by Heretics, to ridicule Catholic practices. 
It is a species of coin current only in those 
districts where brass is found in plenty, and 
genuine metal is scarce. Friend Hooker has 
laid up an immense store of it.—See his pa- 
per passim. “ The day we arrived here, we 
stopped for a few moments at what are called 
the holy stairs, and saw persons going up on 
their knees. These stairs are twenty-six in 
number, and are said to have been brought 
from Jerusalem, and to be the ones over 
which our Saviour passed, in going to and 
from Pilate’s house.” Surely, there is no- 
thing here that should offend our countryman. 
The reverential posture of those good men 
believing these to be the same stairs, (and 
we should like to see friend Hooker's inge- 
nuity displayed in proving the?¢ontfary,) 
over which our Saviour passed on @ particu- 
lar occasion, is, we think, highly creditable 
to them and to their religion. But now rea- 
der, now for it—now, mark the can@@pof our 
unprejudiced Traveller. One might as well 
attempt to cull flowers on the barrenfocks of 
Nova Zembla as to look for truth, or a fair 
representation of the tenets of our religion, 
from those who go to Rome purposely to ri- 
dicule it. “ A person,” says he, “ can be ab- 
solved from all sin for three thousand years, by 
going up these stairs once on his knees!” Thou 
liest thou illiterate Block-head! The reader 
will pardon the coarseness of this language. 
It is not ours—we only quote the words of 
Martin Luther himself, in vol. 2 against Hen- 
ry, fol. 340. 1. anduo apology, we presume, 
need be made for language used by that saint- 
ed reformer. Yes, thou liest illiterate Num- 
skull! Catholics hold no such doctrine, and 
we defy you to prove that they do, or that 
the above be any other than a base calumny 
of your own invention. Mr. Hooker shiall be 
allowed to give you all the proof in his power. 
—Really it is something surprising that we 
cannot obtain a fair expression of our doc- 
trine, from any of this baréfaced tribe of slan- 
derers. Bad—bad—wretched indeed must 
be the cause that’ can be defended, only 
by such expedients. The writer proceeds: 
‘“« From being constantly passed over,”’ (which 
shews that there is at least piety in the land,) 
“they have been so much worn, that they 
are now covered with thick plank, which the 
people kiss,” (very) ) “ at every step, re- 
peating a prayer at the same time,”’ (still bet- 
ter;) “this is indeed the only way they can be 
crossed.at all, for no one is allowed,” (right 
enough) “to walk over them.” 

“ At the church a few days since, a person 








once known to have passed through your mint. 


shewed us the Portico, or rather pillars of it 
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through which Christ passed in going to Pi- 
late’s house;” (he could have done more— 
he could have shewn Obelisks taken from 
Egypt, no body now knows how, and other 
enormous masses of marble,) “a stone on 
which his clothes were laid when he was 


crucified: a marble column which was split 


from end to end, at the moment of the cruci- 


fixion; the well at which Christ talked with 
the woman of Samaria; and the table at which 
the last supper was eaten. The well is white 
marble, it cannot be called a well, but the 
top of one; the table is not more than four 
feet square, yet the man gravely assured us 
that Christ and all the disciples sat around 
it.” Quere: did he say, closely? All this 
may, or may not be true—take it either way, 
what has it to do with our religion? If our 
countryman, like many gawks who go to 
Rome to see curious things, was sometimes 
imposed upon by an arch fellow whom he 
chose for a Cicerone through that ancient city, 
why should our religion be made to feel his 
vengeful ire? Tis surprising he did not in- 
form us, that he was shewn {oo the stone, the 
very identical stone, that took upon itself to 
turn over, each time it heard the cock crow! 
But let us proceed: 

“ At the same church,” (quere: which 
church?) “ are many verti relics; viz. a 
lock of the Virgin Mary’s hair,” (of what 
colour was it?) “many pairs of her shoes,” 
(were they of Hartford manufacture?) “a 
vial of the blood of Christ; also one of the 
water which flowed from his side,’’ (did you 
see either?<the fellow has really a mind to be 
witty;) “@ large piece of the cross,” (what a 
mixture of truth and falsehood is here, my 
countrymen!) “and the rods of Moses and 
Aaron; e we did not see, as they are only 
exhibited on great occasions.” (The fellow 
speaks truth here: no, he did not see them. 
But one thing more he might have seen and 
that without having put himself to the trouble 
of even going to Rome—he might have seen 
Balaam’s Ass gifted not only with the power 
of speech; but with the power of lying too.) 

It is really amusing to the Catholic to read 
the accounts given by some Protestants when 
abroad;—and to see what stress the more ig- 
norant class of them sometimes lay upon these 
minor matters, which, in reality, affect the 
Catholic religion just as much, as the many 

rophecies uttered by them respecting the 
downfall of Antichrist, injure the Pope. He 
reigns—yes, and will continue to reign in 
spite of them,—as well as the true religion of 
Jesus will flourish, maugre their calumnies 
and misrepresentations. If friend Hooker and 
the like of him, were men who could be ra- 
tionally dealt with, we should only have to 
use such language as the following to them, 
and the matter would be put to rest for ever: 
Gentlemen, Catholics have every where a 
high respect and veneration for every thing 
connected with the Redeemer of mankind: 
shew us, therefore, what has ever touched his 
sacred person, and give us good reason to 
think that it has, and we shall respectfully 
kiss it, for his sake. After this, cease lying, 
—cease misrepresenting. and defaming us. 
Say not, as you daily do, and encourage 
others to do likewise,—that we worship such 
things—that we make them our Gods—that 
we fall. down before and adore them, &c. We 
do no such thing. Wherever we find, or 
think we have found true and genuine relics; 


* 


or wherever we see a crucifix, or holy pic- 
tures we honor them; but it is with an infe- 
rior and relative honor, in as much as they 
relate to Christ and his saints, and are me- 
morials of them: ‘This is all we do—and 
will you dare “to’say, that it is wrong? 
No, the common sé@nse of mankind would in- 
stantly rise up against and condemn you, 
were you to hazard such an assertion;—the 
constant practice of the purest ages of Chris- 
tianity would denounce you as heretics;—and 
the very civil institutions of your own coun- 
try, which extend their protection, for the 
wisest of purposes, even to the image of Wash- 
ington, which hangs in your own State House, 
would put you down as affected fools. Ca- 
tholics after all, have as much good sense as 
you, with all your pretended wisdom to de- 
termine whether this, or that thing deserve to 
be honoured and respected—they too can 
learn the history of it, and weigh as well the 
evidence accompanying it—set not yourselves 
up, therefore, as exclusive judges in Israel. 
If upon sufficient grounds they believe that 
what is exhibited to them for true relics, are 
really true relics, they respect and honour 
them: if they judge they have not sufficient 
reason to think so, they pass them by—and 
there the matter ends. 

But let us proceed and copy the whole of 
this letter deemed by friend Hooker so im- 
portant to the Protestant cause. We have 
often heard ‘of men’s catching at floating 
straws when in the act of drowning. 

‘“ There are a great number of relics which 
were brought by the Empress Helena to this 
city: in one church is the cradle in which 
Christ was rocked when an infant; these 
things are all worshipped by the people, 
kneeling, whenever ‘they are exhibited.” 
Here thou liest again, thou illiterate Beast! 
(Martin Luther in the same book, tom. 2. fol. 
331. 2.) A blockish Ass thou art, and an ass 
thou wilt ever be. (Idem tom, 17. fol. 452. 2.) 
‘“« While in an other Church a few days since 
aman asked us, if we wished to see the print 
of the foot of Christ; we did not see it, but 
have since learned that Christ once appeared 
to some saint in a dream, and left the print of 
his foot on the floor.” It is possible that 
some one told you so;—we shall not deny it. 
It is a point of fact however resting on your 
authority—poor enough, it is true, if we may 
judge from what you have already said above. 
“In St. Peter’s church is a brazen image 
of that Saint, said to have been made of a 
bronze statue of Jupiter.”” Supposing that 
it was, what of it? The money which you ex- 
pended when at Rome, might have been made 
of the silver of another statue of Jupiter, or— 
might have been, in part, fused from the thirty 
pieces of silver belonging to Judas. Was it 
the worse for it? But you had a motive for 
foisting in Jupiter here. Jupiter was a false 
God. Now for it again: “ these the Catholics 
bow and kneel to.”” He is determined to 
make us worship a false God any how, wheth- 
er we will, or not. We admire his ingenuity 
in bringing it about. ‘One foot which pro- 
jects a little-over the pedestal has been torn 
away by the kisses of the people; they first 
wipe it, then kiss it, and touch their foreheads 
and chins.” They must have kissed very 
wd to have torn away a brazen foot! Quite 
ely! “When in the church we saw the 
brother of the king of Naples with his wife, 





highly respectable source. 


—== 


out of devotion to Jupiter or respect for St; 
Peter, deponent saith not.) “As one of the 
Roman curiosities, we have visited the cell. 
where St. Peter was confined nine months by t 
Nero; in the solid stone walls were shewn 
us, the entire print of a face made by St. Pe 
ter’s knocking his head; it was covered wit 
a grate to prevent its being worn away b the , 
kisses of the multitude who visit it.” (Accor — 
ding to our reporter these Italians all kiss * 
confoundedly hard.) ‘ In another we saw a 
stone pillar to which he was chained, and the 
spring which sprang up miraculously, when 


he baptized the jailor and his friends.” Queres 


prison,” (one concession at least,) ‘‘ but that 


a 
Mae. 
tab 


* 
Does the letter writer believe at all in mire ¥” 
acles even in those recorded in the gospel? ss 


“The place has evidently been used as ait? 


St. Peter was confined there is I think exe ” 


of his reasons.) “It is said there are more _ 
than 160 churches in this city.” (Likely 
enough and speaks greatly in favour of Cath- 
olic piety.) ‘‘Capuchins are abundant, and 
monks and priests are met with in great num- 
bers in the streets. An image of the Virgin 
Mary, is the principle object of worship;” 
( Thou art again at thy lies impudent blockhead! 
Luther, idem. vol 2. fol. 340.1.) “ It is found 
on every corner of the streets, and on many 
private houses; lamps are lighted in front of 
them every night,” [very justly and properly,] “ 
“to shew the people where they may say” 
their prayers.” [Quere: Do you ever say 


any at home, or abroad?] “ I had no idea of ms 


the length to which this image worship is car- 
ried, ’till we came here.” [Quere: Do you ~ 
carry and worship none about your own neck? — 
Have you no lock of hair given you by a fe- 
male friend to remind you of her when in 
distant country? Is not her image often in 
your heart? And do you not worship it there 
oftener than you should, and with a worship. 
too far less holy than that practised, as you 
will insist upon it, by the Catholics in Rome? 
You see, we can pass judgment as well as 
you. ‘ Thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam 
out of thy own eye, and then shalt thou sce to 
cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye,”” Matt. 
7. 5.] “There is much more of it [image 
worship] in Italy than in France.” [It exists 
in neither country, thy authority to the con- 
trary notwithstanding.|] ‘T do not know of 
any thing we have met with that has shocked 
me more than to see the deity in painting.” 
[Stupid Ass!—Lut. idem. fol.] “It is common 
to see the three persons of the Trinity in the 
same picture, and I have seen them in statu- 
ary.” Where is the harm? If the Son of 
God appeared on earth in the form of Man,. 
is it improper to represent him so? [If the 
Holy Ghost appeared in the form of a Dove, 
is it criminal to represent him so? And so of 
the Father. “ Edo not know of any thing that 
has shocked me more!” Here is straining out 
a gnat with a vengeance. 


We have at length got through this tedious 
and truly nonsensical letter. As our country 
is often pestered with such, we have deemed 
it proper to notice it, by way of sample. 


word of it, the same being, as he says, from @ 
From this testimo- 
ny we should judge, that he and friend Hoo- 





and suite, kiss it very devoutly;” (whether 


ker are nearly of akin, as, “ Pares cum parte 
bus facillime congregantur.” 


tremely. doubtful.” (Pity he did not give one ” 
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Friend Hgoker believes, no doubt, everyy » 
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- All we ask of you, we say, is candour and 
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« More haughty than the rest, the wolfish race 

« Appear with belly gaunt, and famished face; 

« Never was so deformed a beast of grace, .. 

« Hisragged tail betwixt his legs he wears,» 

« Qlose clap’d for shame; but his rough cremjhe rears, 

“ And pricks up his predestinating ears, hy 

« His wild disorder’d walk, his haggard eyes, 

« Pjid all the bestial citizens surprise. © 

“ Though fear’d and hated, yet he ruled awhile, 

« Ag captain or companion of the spoil.””— Dryden. 
While on this subject, we cannot forbear 

expressing our astonishment that Protestants, 

some of whom are liberal minded men— 

{we do not mean to include friend Hooker 

these last, for he, poor man, has lost 

long since, we fear, all sense of shame] should 
illcontinue to charge us with practices which 

we reprobate as well as they, and with doc- 

trines which we never held. What is it they 

mean by pursuing such a course? Is it because 

they deem it absolutely necessary, in order to 

uphold their religion? A religion which stands 

in need of such props, is not worth upholding. 


generosity. Do unto us as you would be 
done unto, We blame you not for attacking 
our principles, if you think them wrong; we 
blame you for imputing to us principles, which 
in reality are not ours, in order, it would 
seem, to hold us up to the ridicule of the mul- 
titude and to attack us the more successfully. 
But this state of things cannot last long. 
Truth will out at last. Already has it begun 
towmake a sensible effect upon some of the 
more learned and liberal class of writers. Dr. 
Parr, a name well known among Protestants 
generally, not only bears witness to what we 

ave here asserted, but reprobates it with a 
a severity of term which it richly deserves: 
“ T am pained, says the doctor, with the out- 
rageous invectives which are thrown out 
against the Church of Rome. I must con- 
fess that they appear to me not only unjust 
and indiscreet but inhuman!!”’ 

Another liberal Protestant upon the ques- 
tion being proposed, ‘‘ whether the Church of 
Rome teaches those in her communion to 
pray to images,”’ answers thus: 

“Thave fully examined into this point, and 
find there is no such thing taught by the 
council of Trent, nor in their professions of 
faith, nor in their .catechisms published for 
theinstruction of the people. -On the contra- 
ty, the council of Trent declares: “‘ there is 
no divinity nor virtue in the images of Christ, 
or the Virgin Mary, for which they are to be 
worshipped; and that nothing is to be asked 
of them, nor any confidence to be placed in 
them; as was formerly done by the heathens, 
who trusted in their idols.”’ Sess. 25. de Invoc. 
And in their catechisms I see the question is 
asked “‘ Whether catholics pray to images?” 
and it is positively answered, No, they do not: 
and this reason is given, ‘‘ because they can 
neither see, nor hear, nor help us.” 

ain,. upon an other question being pro- 
posed viz. Whether those in the Roman Com- 
munion are not taught to honor and worship 
graven images? the same liberal Protestant 
answers thus: “IT have with great application 
examined into this point, and the result of my 
inquiry is this: I find their council of Trent 
declares’(and it, is the same in their profes- 
sion of faith) that due honor (or the honor 
which isdue) and veneration is to be given 


expression, and cannot well be excepted 
against, while it approves.no more than is due. 
And having considered their several explica- 
tions of this honor, I find it comes to no more 
than this; that is, such honor as is generally 
thought due to all holy things, which have 
any emiuent or particular relation to God, or 
to his worship and service: such as was due 
formerly to the Ark of the Testament, or to 
the temple; such as is now judged due to the 
name ot Jesus, to the altar, to the book of the 
Gospels, &c. Such honor as this is what in 
the Roman church is judged due to the im- 
ages of Christ.—Which being proper for 
moving pious affections, and raising devotion, 
are numbered amongst things consecrated to 
God’s service.” 

Again, upon another question being pro- 
posed: ‘“‘ Whether it be not a sinful practice 
to paint the Trinity, and represent God the 
Father as an Old Man—-since this must be 
an occasion of notorious error to the ignorant, 
in making them believe that God is corporeal, 
and has the likeness of his creatures?” The 
same liberal Protestant answers thus: 

“The church of Rome believes and teaches 
the same as we do, as to God, that he is in- 
finite, incorporeal, a pure spirit, and that it is 
not possible to represent him as he is, under 
any figure, tohumaneyes. But as the whole 
christian world represent the Holy Ghost 
[though equally a pure spirit with the Father] 
in the form of a Dove, because in that form 


the Roman church sometimes represeut 
God the Father under the form of an old man, 
because in this form he was seen by Daniel 
in his Vision. Dan, vii. 9. Where he saw 
the “ancient of days sitting on the throne, 
whose garment was white as snow, and the 
hair of his head like the pure wool.” And 
for preventing any errors being occasioned 
in the ignorant by such pictures, the council 


to teach the people that they are not to im- 
agine the Divinity can be expressed in colors, 
or any created similitude, for that is wholly 
invisible to corporeal eyes.” 

Finally, upon another question being pro- 
posed: ‘“‘ Whether the doctrine and practice 
of the church of Rome, as to relics, be not 
abominable, while they place so much confi- 
dence in them, and abuse the world with so 
many counterfeit and ridiculous things for the 
relics of saints?” . The same candid and li- 
beral Protestant thus expresses himself: 

“ Their profession of faith says no more than 


Saints ought to be venerated.”” And while 


more than what is given to other holy things, 
as to sacred vessels, &c. it seems not contrary 


veneration to holy things. 


expressing her dislike 
ven strict charge to her 


abuses. 
cil of Trent, Sess. 25, de invoc. 
ing made several] decrees concernin 
ages of Christ, and holy relies, is ad 


general order: If any abuses have 





tothe images of Christ. This is'a very large 


these holy and wholesome Seovettions, he 


he shewed himself visible to men; so those of 


of Trent gives express orders to the pastors 


“¢ Reliquias esse venerandas, That the relics of 


they expound, and declare this to be no 


to the doctrine of our church, which allows a 


But now as to all abuses and ridiculous 
impostures in this point, the church of Rome 
requires no approbation of them. Rather, I 
see, she has joined with the Reformetion in 
Sapient them, and gi- 

astors to be watch- 
ful in removing. all such superstition and 
This she has done in the coun- 
Where hav- 
the im- 


ded this 
into 
Sy- 


nod most earnestly desires they should be wholly 


abolished. Again more expressly: Moreover 
let all kind of superstition in the invocation 
saints, in the veneration of relics in the sacre 
use Hf images, be taken away, and all filthy lu- 
cre be rooted out. Then follows a decree: 
That those things may be more faithfully ob- 
served, the holy Synod decrees, That no new 
miracles are to be admitted, nor auy new relics 
to be received, but with the examination and ap- 
robation of the Bishop, who having found a 
thing wa m ve let him coabalt with de 
vines and other pious men, and then do what he 
shall judge agreeable to truth and piety.” 
Thus does a candid, learned and liberal 
Protestant express himself in relation to these 
matters after having properly investigated 
them. Would to God, that all Protestants 
would act with the same candour and take 
the same pains, not only in regard to this, 
but likewise in every other point of Catholic 
doctrine and practice! We should have no 
apprehension for the result. We flatter our- 
selves that many, walking in the steps of 
those sincere inquirers after truth cited above, 
will also terminate their investigation with 
very different sentiments respecting us, from 
those entertained by friend Hooker and his 
respectable letter-writer in Rome.—Catholic 
Press, 





Why have the Gentiles raged and the people devised 
vain things? 

He that dwelleth in heaven shall laugh at them; and the 

Lord shall deride them. 2d. Psalm. 

The clear and candid exposition which we 
have been induced to give of the doctrines of 
the Catholic Church, in opposition to the nu- 
merous and, in several instances, exceeding- 
ly gross misrepresentations of the adversaries 
of Truth, and the irresistible arguments which 
have been offered in our columns in their de- 
fence, appear to have created uneasiness in 
the minds of some of the readers of the Chris- 
tian Watchman, and especially to have exci- 
ted the bile of one‘of them, who in the Num- 
ber for the 29th January stiles himself Pa- 
pacon. ‘To judge from the article before us, 
that writer would fain have the public believe 
that, in the few skirmishes which have taken 
place between some of our separated brethren 
of the reformation-reformed and ourselves, we 
have been the. aggressors; that the boldvand 
violent manner in which we have attacked them 
and their religious institutions, has made it 
necessary to defend themselves, or confess judg- 
ment; that prior to the existence of the ‘“Jes- 
uit,” the greatest peace, union, and harmony 
had prevailed among the different Denomina- 
tions of Christians inhabiting this land;—that, 
Calvinist had never opposed Unitarian, nor 
Baptist the Church of England man, nor Uni- 
versalist the Methodist;—that’as in former 
times “the earth was of one tongue and of 
the same speech,” or, as in the days of the 
Apostles, the Christians were all “but one 
heart and one soul,” so among all these s0- 
cieties there was but “one form of sound 
words which they had heard (of the Apostles) 
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“in faith, and in the love which is in Christ 
Jesus;”-—there had existed no bickering 
amongst them, no disagreement i in any point 
of faith, or in any matter of religion;—all 
had been peace, union, charity; that the Uni- 
tarian, ot Universalist minister had been on 
all occasions allowed free access to the Pul- 
pit of the advocate of Calvinism, without any 
apprehension of danger to the flock in charge; 
and the Calvinist, in like manner, to that of 
the Church of England Pastor; and so with 
all the others. What a blessed state of things! 
How beautiful to contemplate it! What a 
Paradise must not this Boston have been! 
Might not one be almost tempted to say that 
the day had at length arrived, when a very 
remarkable prophecy was fulfilled: “that the 
wolf shall dwell with the lamb: and the lion 
with the kid: the calf and the lion and the 
sheep shall abide together and a little child 
shall lead them?’ 

Without questioning, in the least, a fact of 
such public notoriety both here and elsewhere; 
for, who has ever heard of, or seen a book, 
pamphlet, or even a page written by a Cal- 
wimist against an Unitarian? Not one: we 
would on no account have the reader to smile: 
—Or, who has ever heard an Universalist 
declaim from the pulpit against the doctrines 
of the mild, the gentle, the tolerating Or- 
thodoz school and vice versa? Not one: 
—without questioning then, the fact of the 
great harmony which is known to have 
subsisted among all other denominations of 
Christians, and especially their respective mi- 
nisters, or doubting the courtesy which Mr. Pa- 
pacon states they of this country have ever, till 
now, maintained towards each other, we must, 
in justice to ourselves, and the motives, which 
have actuated us in commencing this Paper, 
which were those of pure self defence, take 
upon ourselves to declare, that as far as we 
understand the word Courtesy, very little of it, 
we are sorry to be obliged to say, has ever 
fallen, in the general distribution, to our share. 
On the contrary, we can shew, that so far 
from having experienced any, we have been 
treated by most of them with the grossest il- 
liberality! Does this require proof? It shall 
be given. Is there a single Pulpit in this 
City, (if there be we shall be happy to have 
it recorded as a splendid exception) which 
has not repeatedly rung with the abuse of 
Popery? Is there a religious Paper in this 
City, or Country, that has not had a portion 
of its columns occasionally devoted to the 
misrepresentation of our tenets? Is there a 
Clergyman in this City, (there may indeed 
be here and there an exception) who has not 
given, at one time, or other, proofs of the 
strongest prejudices against us? And are 
there not many, who, for a considerable time 
past, have exerted all the malignant influence 





of their talents in exciting the fiercest animos- 
ity, and in fomenting that ill-will, or feeding 
that virulence’ against us, which it was their 
duty as Christians to extinguish?—Have we 
not been styled the Children of the Beast? 
Has not the venerable Head of our Church 
been denounced as the very Anfichrist? Our 
doctrines worse than abominable, the doc- 
trines of Devils? Have we not been charged 
with the crime of idolatry and with every su- 
perstitious practice? Have not the Priests of 
our Church been accused of selling the for- 
giveness of sins for money, and of carrying 
on a trafic in Indulgences? Has it not béen 
said—aye, proclaimed and published, “ that 
without violating the laws of charity, a seri- 
ous Protestant must (a strong expression 
this!)—yes, ‘must consider the members of 
the Church of Rome as the Professors of a 
religion perfectly abhorrent from the purity of 
the Gospel; as involved in idolatrous and 
superstitious practices; as men who have not 
repented of the works of their hands, that 
they should not worship devils and idols of 
gold, and silver, and brass and stone, and 
wood; neither repented they of their murders, 
nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, 
nor of their thefts?”” Does this look like cour- 
tesy? Has not the name of Catholic been 
constantly coupled with that of Infidel by a 


‘a certain class of Preachers in this City ?— 


And have not their hearers been charged to 
regard the one as nothing better than the 
other? Has a report been read, for years 
past, from any Bible, Tract, or Missionary 
Society before a Congregation, that the 
Catholic religion has not been vilified and 
slandered in it? Do not the City and Coun- 
try abound with lying Tracts got up purpose- 
ly by Clergymen of different denominations, 
to ridicule some practice, or other of the 
Catholic Church? Has not every exertion 
been made to scatter these same among the 
Children of the Catholic Poor, in order to 
poison their minds, and to seduce them from 
their Church?—Shall we stop here, or pro- 
ceed farther with the infamous detail? Shall 
we add, that not only has recourse been had 
to calumnies, to misrepresentations, to down- 
right lying—and to the distortion of the best 
established facts, with a view to discredit the 
Catholic religion in the minds of the illiterate 
and simple, but attempts have likewise fre- 
quently been made by different societies cal- 
ling themselves Christian, to inveigle the 
children of poverty by rewards and other in- 
ducements, to entice them to their sunday 
schools and churches, in order that they 
might be brought up in the deepest prejudi- 
ces against the religion of their parents? 
Yes, have they not, with a baseness scarcely 
without a parallel, stillwith an eye to econ- 
omy and, at the same time, to make sure of 





their prey, lest these children of distress afte¢ 
having received certain articles of el 

might forget, or refuse to comply with the 
condition always imposed on such oce 

that of attending their sunday ochoaliMtess 
meetings on the sabbaths,—have not these 
same kidnappefs, in several instances, used the 
precaution of dealing out clothing to them on 
saturdays, and of requiring the sameto be 
returned on Mondays?—O, shame! shame! 
There is an innate principle in man, a prineis 
ple of honesty, that revolts at such a proceed. 
ing. Let charity be given when and where 
it is wanted—the reward is sure; but letip 


; 


‘ 


not be used as a snare to entrap—let not even 


the question be asked, before it is distributed, 
what religion are you of? Nor let the bows 
els of mercy be closed.on hearing the answer, 
“Tam a Roman Catholic.” A truly noble, tras 


ly generous Christian soul would spurn every | 


such invidious distinction, and indignantly 
frown upon a practice, which is as repugnant 
to the common feelings of humanity, as itis 
disgraceful to a society, which can employ 
this Heaven-born virtue as the instrument of 
a base, designing, sectarian proselytizing prin- 
ciple.-—Such is the courtesy which has been 
shewn to us, and such the respect which has 
been entertained for our religion! %, 
Will P. dare to carry his effrontery so far 
as to pretend now, that we have been the 
gressors? We trust not:—it would be oa 
adding a new insult, as well to the common 
understanding of his own readers, as to us.— 
No; so far from having been the aggressors, 
we have been, on the contrary, too late in 
stepping forward in defence of our religion. 
If any thing, we have.delayed much too long. 
The enemy should, long since, have been 
met in the way, that we have now determin 
ed upon, the only one, in which he can be 
made to feel—the only one, in which he can 
be compelled to extend to us that due portion 
of respect to which, as Citizens and as Chris- 
tians professing a highly respectable religion, 
to say the least of it, we are entitled. Yes, 
we had waited much too long—we had wait- 
ed until our religion had become, as it were, 
a bye-word in the nation;—until every witling 
and buffoon had begun to look upon it as 
common game ;—until every insignificant 
scribbler in the most paltry paper in town 
and country, and every nincompoop, orpe 
pinjay of a Preacher had begun to misfe- 


present, to asperse and to exercise his wit » 


upon it, with a view to bring himself into 10- 
tice. It was time, full time, that Truth should 
appear in her native simplicity and with, her 
air of majesty. It was time that the fait 

ric of our Church, equally solid and beaut 
ful, should be exhibited, in 1 

who had never before seen it, aie ‘real- 
ly is, completely diyested of all that mud and 
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great stock of ammunition, and what he might 
have done, had he been so inclined, and what 
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dirt which wicked, designing ‘and self inte- 
rested mien had thrown upon it for years. 

No—we have made no attack upon his, or 
any other religious institutions;—we have 
merely guarded our own. If, however, we 
have carried our defensive operations further 
than we had originally. intended, P. and our 
other adversaries must only blame themselves 
for it, It is true, that, in some cases, compell- 
ed by the peculiar mode of attack, and the 
fierceness of our assailants, we have been 
obliged, after having defeated, to pursue them 
totheir very intrenchments, and in a few in- 
stances, to enter within the same; but we have 
done so rarely, and when we did, it was to lay 
open to themselves the nakedness of their 
camp—to shew how badly calculated it was for 
any purpose of defence, and to prove to them, 
how cautiuos and slow they ought to be in 
invading the territory of another. 

But it seems the lesson has had a quite 
contrary effect upon the redoubtable champ- 
ion who stiles himself Papacon. Instead of 
sending out a flag of truce with a decent let- 
ter of apology, and praying forgiveness for 
past misconduct, on his own part, and that of 
his friends; he despatches an angry and in- 
sulting letter, to tell us and the public of his 


hei#now determined to do;—and winds up the 
Whole with a flourishing threat of vengeance, 
=and to prove beyond doubt the seriousness 
of his determination, and what great injury he 
can do, when he has a mind, he lets off upon 
us in his wrath, by way of sample, a tremend- 
ous pop-gun!!! 

“That courtesy, which the Denominations of this 
country have ever, till now, maintained towards each 
other,” says he, “‘ has prevented our exposing the 
errors and hurtfulness of popery. They now ren- 
der further silence culpable. If Jesuits had kept quiet 
and ministered to their people unobtrusively, there had 
been no need of defensive measures on our part. But 
how-that they claim the country; call our ministers un- 
authorized, and the enemies of society; and affirm Lu- 
therand Calvin to be heretics; now that they declare 
that the private reading and interpretation of the Bible 
produced the errors of Muncer, Socinus and Bayle, the 
dreams of Swedenborg, Brothers and Southcott; that it 
has perverted religion, disturbed society, poisoned jus- 
tice and prevented virtue; it is time to lift the covering 
which was left, as a mantle of charity, over enormities 
Which seemed innocuous. I hope you will, as a faithful 
Watchman give notice of the character and present ef- 
forts of popery, to the good people of this land. You 
will oblige a friend, who has paid for your paper every 
Year since it existed, by inserting the following extract 
ftom the works of Joel Barlow. PAPACON. 
After this, set aah? follows the Pop- 





ie the trouble to examine, 
are | vt owing the pious gravity of 
€ author 45 put down to his full credit. 


may not be amiss here to premise that the 
authority of Joel Barlow weighs just as much, 

in all matters of revealed religion, in the eile 
of a Presbyterian, Calvinist, Baptist, Church of 
|England-man and Methodist, as it does in the 
balance of a Roman Catholic. His biogra- 
pher informs us that this same Joel Barlow 
began his career of life, after a theological 
course of six weeks, to which he had been 
urged by his friends for a support, by being 
licensed to preach as a congregational minis- 
ter. We next see him, after having exercis- 
ed his ministry for some time in the army, 
renouncing the clerical profession to which, 
says he, he had never manifested much fondness, 
which, however, drew no disgrace upon him, 
for, in New England, (he observes) if the cle- 
rical character has been worn without disgrace, 
it may easily be thrown off without dishonour. 
Mr. Barlow, therefore, without hesitation revert- 
ed to his original plan of pursuing the profes- 
sion of the law. Again, we find him abandon- 
ing this profession also, and engaging in 1788 
as Agent for a company of speculators, who pro- 
fessed to own extensive tracts of land in the 
United States. Their claims to those lands being 
a mere pretence, the transactions into which 
he was drawn were fraudulent and involved 
many in ruin. His Biographer, however, as- 
sures us that he acted in good faith, a diffi- 
cult matter to be proved by the bye. After 
this we find him ameng the Jacobins in 
France, labouring hard im the cause of the 
revolution, keeping company with the vilest 
infidels and cut-throats,—solemnly renouncing 
the Christian faith and professing his belief in 
some Atheistical system. This, says he, he 
denied to have done, some years after. Yes, 
doubtless when in the United States, and his 
interest required it. We shall not here dis- 
cuss what his,conduct was during the hor- 
rors of the French Revolution, in which he 
was a prominent actor;—we shall wave all 
this for the present, and shall merely state, 
what is just necessary for*our present pur- 
pose, in the mild language of his own partial 
Biographer, viz. that notwithstanding his de- 
nial of what is asserted above, the same has 
since been revived, and the charge of impiely and 
hostility to revelation has been lately renewed 
with great violence, so that « is very probable 
(says he) that Barlow’s religious opinions had 
undergone a considerable change during his re- 
sidence in Europe. 

Such then is the authority cited by Papa- 
con in proof of the errors and hurifulness of 
popery, evidently because his opinions coin- 
cided with his. If P. is fond of such autho- 
rities in matters of religion, we can refer him 
to much higher, where objections to certain 

doctrines and practices of our religion are 

much more strongly@tated and in much bet- 








. Silbinistion of the general reader, it 


ter style than Barléw’s; as Voltavre, Rousseau, | an 


D Alembert, Diderot; Tom Paine and a long 
list of other Atheists and Infidels;—we can 
refer him to the Devil, his Satanic Majesty 
himself, who, in a conversation which he had 
with Martin Luther,* the father of the good- 
ly reformation, as Luther himself tells us in 
his own book, used such powerful arguments 
against private Popish Masses, that he could 
not forbear abolishing them. Hence it is, 
that Mass is never said now by any minister 
of any Protestant communion. The abolition 
of this practice bears date from the time of 
this same conference of Martin Luther, an 
Apostate monk, with the Devil. See Luther's 
own works, De Unct. and Miss. Priv. tom, 7. 
fol. 228, 229, 230. 

But what is truly singular though not or- 
iginal, in Papacon’s article, is the Tariff of the 
prices of absolution, an old, long-exploded cal- 
umny which he has picked out of some Pro- 
testant book, and which he attempts now te 
to revive against the Catholic Church. We 
shall copy it for the amusement of those of 
our readers who may have never seen so cu- 
rious a document, after first expressing our 
surprise at the obstinate perseverance of the 
enemies of truth, in continuing to establish 
and to propagate their calumnies and lies, in 
defiance of all shame, to the very end of the 
chapter. 


For a layman who shall strike a Priest with- -L. s. d. 
out effusion of blood, = - ~ - - 0 5 06 
For one layman who shall kill another, - 0 3 8 
For murdering a father, mother, wife, or 
sister, - - - - - - 0 5 0 
For eating meat in Lent, see iO Bee 


For him who lies with his mother, or sister, 0 3 8 
For marrying on those days when the Church 

forbids matrimony, - oe. 8 ee 
For the absolution of all crimes, - - 216 0 


Papacon informs his readers, that the above 
Tariff was reprinted at Rome, no longer ago 
than the last century. Quere: Is the curren-. 
rency in Rome rated as it is in England? 





* Martin Luther’s conference with the Devil. 
This is unquestionably a very curious piece of history, 
which has considerably embarrassed many of the pre- 
tended reformation. It is really true; for, Luther him- 
self has avowed it to the world. He has declared, not 
only that he held frequent communications with the 
Devil, but also, that he learned the most material part 
of his Reformation from him. This will be found inga 
particular treatise written by himself on that subject, in 
which he describes Satan’s appearing to him by night, 
and the long dialogue that passed between them, in 
which Luther defends the Mass, and the Devil argues 
against it. The conclusion is, that the new Apostle 
yields to the motives suggested by his infernal antago- 
nist, and adopts the important voll which he proposes. 
The passage begins thus, in the 7th tom. of his Works 
in 8 vols. folio, printed at Wittemberg in 1558, under 
the inspection of Melancthon his pus y ms 
‘< Contigit me semel sub. mediam noctem subito 
expergefieri. Ibi Satan mecum cepit ejusmodi 
disputationem. Audi, inquit, Luthere, doctor per- 
docte, nosti etiam te quindecim annis celebrasse 
Missas privatas pene quotidie? §& c. §&c.”*——Papa- 
con finds fault with our having called Luther and Calvin 
hefetics},.. Would it not appear from the above that we 
had sufficient reason in regard to Luther? And as for 
Calvin, 2 ama good, if not better, can be furnished at 





any tune. 
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THE JESUIT. 
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And do they get up their Tariffs there in 
Pounds, Shillings and Pence?—How necessa- 
ry it is for a Liar to weigh well every circum- 
stance of time, place &e. before he ventures 
to present falsehood fortruth! The least de- 
fect in gilding, or coloring, may upset his 
whole trade. 








THE TRUE CHURCH. 





‘CHAPTER VIII. 


OF THE SACRAMENTS. 





[CONTINUED FROM No. 23—Pace 188.] 


- Of the Number. 


10. Catholics maintain, agreeably to the 
Council of Trent and the consent of the Uni- 
versal Church, that there are seven Sacra- 
ments of the New Law, viz. Baptism, Con- 
firmation, Eucharist, Penance, Extreme- 
Unction, Holy Order and Matrimony. Our 
adversaries are as inconsistent in this, as in 
every other respect. For, some with Luther 
admit only Baptism, vide Luth. in lib. de 
Captiv. Babyl. Others, with Melancthon, 
admit only Baptism and the Eucharist. Some 
again, with many of the Lutherans, admit 
Baptism, Eucharist and Penance. Others, 
with Zuinglius, in his book concerning true 
and false religion, acknowledge Baptism, the 
Lord’s Supper and Matrimony. Others, with 
Calvin, assert that there are only three Sa- 
craments, viz. Baptism, the Lord’s Supper 
and Ordination—vide Cal. lib. 4. Institu. 
* cap. 19. § 31. Such is the consistency of 
men, who are tossed about by every Wind of 
doctrine! 





11. Nor can they in any manner, either by 
Scripture, or Tradition, confirm their discre- 
pancies. For, Tradition, which they reject, 
is in our favour. From the Scripture, which 
they admit, they have not yet been able to 
produce one single testimony in favour of 
their opinions. The Scripture no where as- 
serts, that there are two, or three Sacraments: 
nay, what is more, in no place does it attri- 


may appear evident from Tradition, we have 
only to refer to je works of the ancient 
Fathers. won consult the great St. 
Augustine, who expresses the sentiments of 
them all, on this point. In his third, book, 
concerning the Christian doctrine, chap. 9, 
he acknowledges Baptism and the Eucharist. 
“Tue Lorp HimsELF, says he, and Apostolic 
discipline handed down a few things for the 
many, and these the most easy of access, and 
most carefully preserved—such are the Sa- 
craments of Baptism and the Celebration of 
the Body and Blood of the Lord.”’ In his se- 
cond book against the letters of Petillian, he 
acknowledges Confirmation. By this oint- 
ment, the Sacrament of Chrism is understood, 
which among the visible signs is as holy as Bap- 
tism itself. In his first book on adulterous 
marriages, chap. 26 and 28, he acknow- 
ledges Penance. The cause for Baptism and 
Reconciliation is the same: without which Sa- 
craments, men believe that they ought not to die. 
In his second book against Parmenian, chap. 
13. he admits Holy Orders—Both, he says, 
are Sacraments, and both are administered to 
man, by a certain consecration. The one when 
he is baplized, the other when he is ordained; 
and therefore the Catholic Church considers i 
unlawful to reiterate either of them. Extreme 
Unction he acknowledges in his 215th sermon, 
on Time. fs often, says he, as any sickness 
happens, let the sick man receive the Body and 
Blood of Christ, and then let his body be anointed 
—that, what is written may be fulfilled in him— 
** Is any man sick let him bring in the Priests 
of the Church, and let them pray over him anoint- 
img him with oil.”—In his second book on 
Marriages, chap. 10. he acknowledges Ma- 
trimony— The object of this Sacrament, says 
he, is, that the man and woman, when united in 
matrimony, should persevere inseparably in ut 
unto death. 


13. It is objected by Kemnitius; that the 
Scripture no where says that there are seven 
Sacraments. We reply, that it no where says, 
there are two, or three 2. He asserts, that 
the Scripture denies that there are seven Sa- 





bute the term Sacrament to Baptism, or to 
the Eucharist. It does not even define pro- 
‘perly what a Sacrament of the New Law is, 
Therefore, what aid can they expect from the 
Scripture? None. We maintain our doc- 
trine by the perpetual Tradition of the Church. 
It is and has always been believed and hand- 
ed down by the Universal Church, that there 
are seven Sacraments of the New Law.—In 
this Tradition we acquiesce; according to the 
advice of the Apostle, 2 Thess. 2.14. There- 
fore, brethren, stand fast; and hold the Tradi- 
tions you have learned. We do stand fast, and 
hold them. 


craments: for, inthe Apocalypse 17. 7. the 
Angel calls a Sacrament the beast which has 
seven heads: Therefore the septenary num- 
ber of the Sacraments appertains to the An- 
tichrist, who is signified by that beast. We 
answer. That Kemnitius most shamefully 
slanders us: because, if our seven Sacraments 
are the seven heads of Antichrist, it necessa- 
rily follows, that even Baptism and the Eu- 
charist are two of the heads, which is against 
Kemnitius himself. In the next place, by 
the seven heads mentioned are not understood 
seven Sacraments, but seven Kings, as is ev- 
ident from the text to which we refer our 


Readers. 





12, But, that the truth of our doctrine 


PROSPECTUS... 


EXPOSTULATOR, 
oR 
YOUNG CATHOLIC’S GUIDE, 


A Roman Caruotic Newsparen, with this 
Title, will make its appearance in the City of 
Boston in the course of the ensuing March, 
Its object will be to explain the Principles of 
the Roman Catholic Religion in a plain and 
easy style, adapted to the comprehension of 
the youth of the rising generation. 

They will be thereby enabled to account 
for their Faith, and be ready to satisfy eve 
one that asketh them a reason of the hope, whi 
is in them, and thus verify the words of the 
Royal Prophet—“ Out of the mouth of im 
fants and of sucklings thou has perfected 
praise, because of thy enemies, that thon 
mayest destroy the enemy and the avenger,” 
It will guard the Catholic youth against the 
misrepresentations of “ the Wicked One,” 
and his Co-operators, who, ‘‘ teaching the 
doctrines of men,” “have an evil heart of 
unbelief to depart from the living God” and), 
the Church which he sanctified unto himself 
in the confirmed power of the Holy Ghost. 
The Editor of this new and much-wanted 
Paper will endeavor to render it as piously 
interesting as instructive, and will publish it, 
weekly, on good paper with new type. 

It will consist of. four pages of the largest 
Octavo size. ; 

Terms—Only $1, 50 cents, per annum: 
to be pard in advance. 

2c The Rev. Clergy and the Gentlemen’ 
who are Agents for the Jesuit, or Carudut 
SenTINeEL, will render a service to the voll ‘ 
of this country, by exerting themselves i 
procuring subscribers for the ExrosTuLaTor, 
or Youne Cartuotric’s Guipe. 





scp A Catch-penny Collection, called the 
Bisce Dictionary by Howard Malcom, A. M. 
and printed in this City by Lincoln and Ed- 
mands. 1830.—shall be noticed, as early as 
our standing matter will admit. 

Ec > We shall likewise pay our respects to 
a miserable and foul pamphlet, which is anoth- 
er Catch-penny thing, misnamed, ‘ An Expo- 
sition of the Principles of the Roman Cath- 
olic Religion, with Remarks on its influence 
in the United States, by Philalethes, . Hart- 
ford: Printed for the Author. 1830. 

=A Reader of the Anti-Masonic Chris- 
tian Herald, he may depend upon it, shall 
not be forgotten. 





FOR SALE; 
AT P. MOONEY’S CATHOLIC BOOK-STORE, 
Federal Street, Boston. 

A WINTER EVENING DIALOGUE, between John 
Hardman and John Cardwell. or THoucuts ON THE 
Rue or Fair, in a series of Letters, addressed to 
the Authors of ‘* Letters to the Clergy of the Catholie 
Church, and more especially to the Rev. Thomas Shet- 
burn of Kirkham, in Lancashire.’? By Joun Hanp- 
MAN. 

It forms an 18mo. volume of 130 pages, half bound 
—price 25 cents, or $2 per dozen, wholesale. 

This little book which has lately appeared in the ¢o- 
lumns of THe Jesurr, contains a fund of valuablem- 
formation The arguments are irresistible, and are’ 
sented in so striking a light, that a Candid Reader he 
only to peruse and reflect upon the various pone eS 
sue, in order to be converted to the Holy psi 
gion. We strongly recommend the book to all well dispoe 
ed persons, who are desirous to seek, find and embrace 








[To BR CONTINUED.) 





the Truth of the “‘ one fold’’ and the ‘‘ one Pastor.” 


